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You should inf orm Marshal Sarit that Her Majesty's 
Government have recently been reviewing the arrangements for a 
SEATO intervention in Laos in the event of a break-down of the 
Geneva Conference. It is our view that in present circumstances 
the entry of SEATO troops into Laos will bring about such counter- 
measures by the North Vietnamese and Chinese Governments as they 
consider to be necessary to prevent the greater part of Laos 
falling into SE/.TO hands. We would therefore expect that sooner 
or later (and probably within quite a short time of our inter- 
vention) our troops would. come up against North Vietnamese or 
Chinese volunteers in force. We therefore consider that any 
British troops taking part in a SEATO operation would have to be 
fully armed with heavy equipment suitable for serious operations. 


2. Hitherto our preparations have been geared to SEATO Plan 5 
which was of course only intended to deal with counter- 
insurgency. Her Majesty's Government will therefore now have to 
decide what measures would be necessary in order to make sure 
that our troops were able to take up their positions under SEATO 
Plan 5 with the revised heavier scale of equipment without any 
resultant delay. Prime Minister Sarit, as a soldier, will 
appreciate that to increase the scale of the equipment inevitably 
entails delay in moving troops unless adequate preparatory 
measures have been taken. We are considering what these should 
be, but one possibility which has occurred to us is that we 
should store stocks of heavy equipment in Thailand within easy 
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reach of the Laotian frontier. We are not yet convinced that 
this is necessarily the "best solution and before going any 
further we should he- grateful to know v/Lat Marshal Sarit himself 
considers. I-f we were in agreement on such measures, could 
we count on the full cooperation and assistance of the Thai 
Government both for the necessary practical steps and the 
security precautions to make sure that these steps would not 
become public? / 

3. If we decide to pursue this matter further shall of 
course be letting the Thai Government know our precise require- 
ments. But at this stage I am merely seeking the Prime 
Ministers general views. 


HHH 


SEC RET 






